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’ Gallery to honor man who rescued Jewish artists

By CHARLES PASSY
Pualm Beach Post Staff Weiter
He's often called the
“artists’ Schindler,” a man
responsible for saving hun-

‘He was a complete novice, but he walked Into
the inferno and started throwing

dre dtird prgmmentd 7 m buckets of water’
painters, writers and think- ‘
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b ers during the Holocaust. Associste director, |.;\f,,m§,t:l Institute
So why doesn’t the world e
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, grand- ry Beach on Sunday evening to  n d M
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. §f o hor Pennsylvania-based David S.  will run at the Worth Avenue  james” says Bella Cha z:ﬁ
Sndo YON  Wyman Institute for Holo- gallery through April 30, Meyer, the late paintgr's
Dol Beach caust Studies, which will The connection? Among grandaaughter. Chagall
. . h?stagala event at the Wally the 14 painters whose work Meyer will be on hand for
N Findlay Galleries in Palr  will be featured is the re- Sunday’s event.

A Harvard-trained schol-
ar and journalist who trav-
eled to Europe, Fry, who was
not Jewish, emerged as the
leader of an American rescue
movement a few years after
being a firsthand witness to
Nazi viclence against the
Jews. He had no training as a
diplomat or relief worker but
was convinced that some-
thing had to he done to help
the Jews. He was also frus-
trated that the American
governmentwas not heeding
the call. ‘

. “He was a complete nov-
ice, but he walked into the
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More groups honoring hero, telling his story

% ARTISTS fom 1C

inferno and started throwing
buckets of water,” says Ben-
yamin Korn, associate direc-
tor of the Wyman Institute,
which focuses on the Ameri-
‘can reaction tc the Holo-
- caust.

Fry concentrated on Jew-
ish artists, particularly those
trapped in Nazi-occupied
France, for a simple reason.
There were “many writers
and artists whose work I had
enjoyed. ... Now that they
were in danger, | felt obliged
to them if I could,” Fry later
noted.

Fry had to work around
Nazi officials, who were de-
termined not to let Jews
leave. He “set up secret
routes, changed money on
the black market, conspired
with gangsters, forged docu-

ments, chartered ships that

sailed illegally,” according to
a report by the United States
Holocaust Memorial Muse-
um in Washington, D.C.

Fry saved more than
1,500 people from 1940 to
1941. (He was forced to de-
part Europe after his U.S.
passport expired and French
mthioriling :fted him.)

Loels Chiagall, vy faced a
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Vérian Fry (left), in a 1941 photo with Hiram Bingham (far right), a U.S.

diplomat in France, and the artist Marc Chagail and his wife, Bella, at
the Chagalls’ home in France as they planned the Chagails’ escape.

particular obstacle: The art-
istloved France somuch that
he didn’t want to leave.

“My grandfather was
quite oblivious to the danger
they were in,” Chagall Meyer
says.

But Fry convinced Cha-
gall and his wife, Bella, to go

and then arranged for the -

couple's escape from
Marseille to Spain to the
United States. At one point,
Chagail was arrested. Fry
got him out of prison by

threatening to notify the
American press.

After he returned to
America, Fry led a quiet life,
teaching and working as an
editor and businessman. He
wrote a book, Surrender on
Demand, about his experi-
ence as a rescuer and spoke
out about the Nazi atrocities.
But as the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museumn has not-
ed, “People wanted to put the
horrors of the war and the
Holocaust behind them.”

Fry died in 1967, his work
having gone largely unrec-
ognized.

Butin recent years, there
has been a growing effort to
honor Fry. His story has
been the subject of a TV
movie, Varian’s War, starring
William Hurt, and a docu-
mentary, Varian Fry: The
Artists’ Schindler. The U.S.
Holocaust Memortal Muse-
um also created an exhibi-
tion about him.

The Palm Beach gallery
show and gala event came
about through a series of
connections: Benyamin Ko-
rn is the son of Rita Stein, a
prominent local cultural phi-
lanthropist. In turn, Stein isa
friend of James Borynack,
chairman of the Findlay Gal-
leries. Together, they decid-
ed to find a way to pay tribute
to Fry and raise money for
the Wyman nstitute.

Korn says such recogni-
tion for Fry is long overdue.
“He was one of the heroes of
the rescue movement,” he
says.

For information about
the Wally Findlay Galleries
show or the Sunday gala that
honors Varian Fry, call the
gallery at (561) 655-2090.

@ charles_passy@pbpost.com
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